V25039 Japanese bracket clock

1850-1875

h 19, b 14.5, d 10

Not signed
The clock has a mahogany travel case, with in its drawer the key for winding. The brass movement has a blackened front, gilt pillars, dial and engraved flowers on the front and back plate.

The clock has a solution for the changing period of the 'hours' (see V22494). The centre hand is fixed and the ring with the Japanese numbers turns underneath it. The space between these numbers can be changed, so that one half of the ring has a larger spacing than the other half, dividing it in a daytime and night-time half. This change had to be done every half month, using the tiny pliers just outside the ring, the larger of which shows the western hours. Striking occurs every Japanese hour following the 'new' striking mechanism where the count wheel with serrated teeth is at the back plate and a lifting piece behind the 'hour' ring runs a lifting piece through an arbour at the back plate.

The spring-driven movement has going (with four wheels) and striking (with six wheels) trains with two barrels and a fusee. The brass pendulum drives a verge escapement with a decorative, blackened brass bird on the end of the verge arbour. The pendulum has a silver weight with a gem, which can be moved up and down to change the pendulum time.
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